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Casco Bay Estuary Partnership Priority Area Factsheet #5: 
Promoting stewardship 
  F A C T S H E E T  
 
The work of the Casco Bay Estuary               
Partnership is guided by the Casco Bay 
Plan, which identifies five priorities for  
watershed protection: 
1. Minimize pollution loading from storm-
water and combined sewer overflows 
2. Open and protect shellfish beds and 
swimming beaches 
3. Protect and restore habitat 
4. Reduce toxic pollution 
5. Promote responsible               
stewardship 
(above right) The Presumpscot River Fest celebrates the 
value of the river to local communities.  Attractions 
include music and hands-on activities for kids. 
 
(right) The Presumpscot River Youth  
Conservation Corps restores a streambank. 
Priority Area #5: Promote Responsible Stewardship 


















































2005  8  11  617 
2005‐
2006  8  11  551 
2006‐
2007  8  17  747 
2007‐
2008  10  14  776 
2008‐
2009  11  18  1,159 
Total        3,850 
Cumberland County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District educators, funded by CBEP and local 
municipalities, reached nearly 4,000 students 
with environmental education programs between 
2004 and 2009. 
CBEP funded the creation of educational signs 
that provide a primer on the ecology and history 
of Casco Bay and encourage individuals to help 
protect water quality.  These signs will be                
installed along Portland’s waterfront. 































































In 2008, CBEP and its partners brought the 
national TV program AquaKids to Casco Bay to 
film an episode.  The episode featured lobster 
monitoring, water quality sampling, and other 
hands-on activities. 
Every five years, CBEP hosts State of the Bay 
conferences to share information about water-
shed science and management and foster dialog 
among Bay stakeholders.   
Above, from top: CBEP Director Curtis Bohlen 
speaks about the state of Casco Bay at the 2010 
conference.  Susan Shaw, Founder/ Director of 
the Marine Environmental Research Institute, 










































For more information 
For more information about CBEP’s grants and technical assistance programs, 
visit the website, or call 780‐4820. 
Protecting & restoring the ecological integrity of the Casco Bay watershed 
The Casco Bay Estuary Partnership works to preserve the ecological  
integrity of Casco Bay and to ensure compatible human uses of 
the Bay’s resources, through public stewardship and effective management. 
Casco Bay Estuary Partnership  ⋅  Muskie School of Public Service  ⋅  University of Southern Maine  
PO Box 9300  ⋅  Portland, ME 04104‐9300  ⋅  207.780.4820 (phone)  ⋅  207.228.8460 (fax)  ⋅  www.cascobayestuary.org 
How You Can Help 
 
The US EPA defines environmental 
stewardship as a responsibility shared 
by all those whose actions affect the 
environment.  Below are some simple 
ideas for how your everyday actions can 
help protect Casco Bay. 
 Landscape with water quality in mind:  
Eliminate or minimize use of yard 
fertilizers and pesticides, which can 
wash into coastal waters.  Plant trees 
and shrubs to absorb rainwater, espe-
cially along streambanks 
 Reduce stormwater flowing off your 
property by installing a rain barrel, 
creating a rain garden, or planting 
water-loving trees and shrubs 
 Use non-toxic household cleaners 
whenever possible 
 Properly use, store, and dispose of all 
household chemicals like motor oil, 
batteries, and paint thinner 
 Limit water use 
 Recycle as much of your household 
waste as possible 
 Volunteer with a local nonprofit to 
plant trees, clean up shorelines, or 
help with other projects to protect 
and restore local habitats 
